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SUV’S ACCELERATOR 
STUCK AT SPEEDS 
UP T0100 MPH 

VERO BEACH, Fla. — Florida 
state troopers managed to stop 
an SUV with a stuck accelerator 
after it traveled about 50 miles 
on Interstate 95 at speeds up 
to 100 mph. 

A Florida Highway Patrol 
report says 28-year-old Joseph 
Cooper called 911 Monday 
afternoon from south of Port 
St. Lucie, saying he was head¬ 
ing north and couldn’t slow 
down. 

The 911 operator told Coo¬ 
per to put the vehicle in neu¬ 
tral, but he said he couldn’t. He 
said he didn’t want to use the 
emergency brake at the speed 
he was traveling. 

State troopers and local 
police drove alongside the SUV 
to clear traffic. Deploying stop 
sticks three times, they finally 
brought the SUV to a stop west 
of Vero Beach. 

Cooper was taken to a near¬ 
by hospital after complaining of 
chest pains. 

HOMETOWN ‘CHANGES’ 
NAME FOR 1ST U.S. 
GOLD MEDALIST 
AT OLYMPICS 

SILVERTHORNE, Colo. — The 
hometown of Olympic gold med¬ 
alist Red Gerard has unofficially 
upgraded its name in his honor. 

A sign welcoming visitors to 
the Colorado mountain town of 
Silverthorne was changed over 
the weekend to “Goldthorne” 

See WTF, page 3 
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